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Number of Cloud-To-Ground Flashes
by State from 2004 to 2013

State	 Flashes	 Average Flashes 
		  In 2013	 2004 to 2013

Alabama	    574,819	    767,654

Arizona	    574,477	    618,890

Arkansas	    706,220	    866,020

California	      98,559	      85,664

Colorado	    529,330	    512,557

Connecticut	      14,157	      22,494

Delaware	        8,899	      15,670

D.C.	           254	           743

Florida	    869,461	 1,235,540

Georgia	    519,677	    732,234

Idaho	    101,965	      81,510

Illinois	    534,615	    813,739

Indiana	    304,415	    482,277

Iowa	    476,493	    686,830

Kansas	    971,112	 1,046,885

Kentucky	    354,029	    535,834

Louisiana	    687,841	    848,593

Maine	      61,587	      56,760

Maryland	      41,535	      86,571

Massachusetts	      21,421	      28,302

Michigan	    249,478	    294,817

Minnesota	    314,189	    367,487

Mississippi	    569,523	    804,672

Missouri	    793,408	 1,103,063

Montana	    440,677	    334,282

State	 Flashes	 Average Flashes 
		  In 2013	 2004 to 2013

Nebraska	    849,389	    682,643

Nevada	    174,830	    151.224

New Hampshire	      27,627	      28,499

New Jersey	      36,205	      52,004

New Mexico	    715,566	    816,521

New York	    182,522	    229,291

North Carolina	    284,155	    502,133

North Dakota	    319,539	    298,620

Ohio	    363,957	    458,936

Oklahoma	 1,066,123	 1,130,210

Oregon	      70,733	      54,772

Pennsylvania	    233,187	    333,528

Rhode Island	        2,757	        2,610

South Carolina	    229,475	    411,029

South Dakota	    496,831	    435,908

Tennessee	    361,807	    540,363

Texas	 2,105,714	 3,025,808

Utah	    232,777	    229,758

Vermont	      34,679	      33,577

Virginia	    183,713	    335,996

Washington	      49,578	      25,371

West Virginia	    142,831	    199,764

Wisconsin	    235,519	    287,650

Wyoming	    343,068	    276,062

TOTALS	 18,560,723             	 22,971,363

These cloud-to-ground lightning flashes were measured by the National Lightning Detection Network® (NLDN®) over the 
land area inside state borders.  The NLDN does not cover Alaska or Hawaii. The NLDN is owned and operated by Vaisala.
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Rank of Cloud-To-Ground Flash Densities
by State from 2004 TO 2013

State	 Ave. Flashes	 Flashes 
		  Per Year	 Per Square Mile

1. Florida	           1,235,540	 21.6

2. Louisiana	 848,593	 18.3

3. Mississippi	 804,672	 16.9

4. Arkansas	 866,020	 16.3

5. Oklahoma	           1,130,210	 16.2

6. Missouri	           1,103,063	 15.9

7. Alabama	 767,654	 14.8

8. Illinois	 813,739	 14.4

9. Kentucky	 535,834	 13.4

10. Indiana	 482,277	 13.4

11. South Carolina	 411,029	 13.3

12. Tennessee	 540,363	 12.9

13. Kansas	           1,046,885	 12.7

14. Georgia	 732,234	 12.4

15. Iowa	 686,830	 12.2

16. Texas	           3,025,808	 11.4

17. Ohio	 458,936	 11.1

18. D.C.	 743	 10.9

19. North Carolina	 502,133	 10.1

20. Nebraska	 682,643	 8.8

21. Maryland	 86,571	 8.7

22. Virginia	 335,996	 8.4

23. West Virginia	 199,764	 8.2

24. Delaware	 15,670	 7.9

25. Pennsylvania	 333,528	 7.4

State	 Ave. Flashes	 Flashes 
		  Per Year	 Per Square Mile

26. New Jersey	  52,004	 6.8

27. New Mexico	 816,521	 6.7

28. South Dakota	 435,908	 5.7

29. Arizona	 618,890	 5.4

30. Wisconsin	 287,650	 5.1

31. Michigan	 294,817	 5.1

32. Colorado	 512,557	 4.9

33. New York	 229,291	 4.7

34. Connecticut	 22,494	 4.5

35. Minnesota	 367,487	 4.4

36. North Dakota	 298,620	 4.2

37. Vermont	 33,577	 3.5

38. Massachusetts	   28,302	 3.5

39. New Hampshire	   28,499	 3.1

40. Wyoming	 276,062	 2.8

41. Utah	 229,758	 2.7

42. Rhode Island	     2,610	 2.4

43. Montana	 334,282	 2.3

44. Maine	 56,760	 1.7

45. Nevada	 151,224	  1.4

46. Idaho	 81,510	  1.0

47. Oregon	 54,772	 0.6

48. California	 85,664	 0.5

49. Washington	 25,371	 0.4

These cloud-to-ground lightning flashes were measured by the National Lightning Detection Network® (NLDN®) over the 
land area inside state borders.  The NLDN does not cover Alaska or Hawaii. The NLDN is owned and operated by Vaisala.


